
Area leaders for the Boy Scouts include, from left,
Henry Miller, Manatee District executive; Greg
Graham, Southwest Florida Council CEO and scout
executive; Judge Gilbert Smith Jr., Manatee District
chairman; and Rob Cuthbert Manatee District
commissioner.COURTESY PHOTO
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Manatee Boy Scouts elect district leaders
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The Manatee District of the Boy Scouts of America
Southwest Florida Council recently selected its new
leaders.

At the annual business meeting, Judge Gilbert Smith
Jr. was elected as district chairman. Rob Cuthbert is
district commissioner, and Henry Miller is district
executive.

The Manatee district serves more than 1,400 youth
with 477 adult volunteers. The volunteers, who
emphasize character, values, leadership and
Americanism through Boy Scout programs, provided 524,700 hours of volunteer service last
year.

Adults oversee youth service projects. Last year, Manatee County had 23 Eagle Scout
candidates perform 3,100-plus hours of labor for the community.

Since 1928, when a boy first earned the rank of Eagle Scout in Manatee County, 640 young
have achieved the honor.

Boy Scouting was brought to Manatee County in 1910, the inaugural year of Scouting, with
the formation of a troop that met in a high school at Ninth Avenue West and 14th Street. In
1929, Camp Flying Eagle opened in East Manatee for use by scouts and other nonprofit
organizations.

Manatee District leaders meet at 7 p.m. the fourth Thursday of each month at the Palmetto
Police Department, 1115 10th St. W., Palmetto. For more information about getting involved,
call Miller at (850) 544-2220 or visit the council website at www.swflcouncilbsa.org.

Women's club members

tour the Dali Museum

University Park Women's Club has had a year-long theme of "Celebrating the Arts."

Last month, 50 members and their guests went on an outing to St. Petersburg.

They began the day by touring the Salvador Dali Museum, home of the most comprehensive
collection of works by the late Spanish surrealist.

The museum visit was followed by lunch in the restaurant at the historic the Vinoy
Renaissance St. Petersburg Resort & Golf Club.

Afterward, they took a short walk to the Morean Art Center, where they took a guided tour of
glass objects in The Chihuly Collection.

The trip was coordinated by Shirlain Hayes and Judy Jones, the club's co-social chairwomen.

Navy seaman graduates
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from Great Lakes training

Navy Seaman Vincent N. Valenti was recently promoted to his current rank upon graduation
from recruit training at Recruit Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill.

Valenti received the early promotion for outstanding performance during all phases of the
training cycle. Training included classroom study and practical instruction on naval customs,
water safety and survival, and shipboard and aircraft safety.

A 2009 graduate of Lakewood Ranch High School, he is the son of Maureen Valenti of
Bradenton.

Civilian enlists

in delayed entry program

Uriah B.A. Deutsch recently enlisted in the U.S. Navy under the Delayed Entry Program at
Navy Recruiting District, Raleigh, N.C.

The program allows recruits to enter the Navy and take up to one year to complete prior
commitments. Deutsch will report for active duty to undergo basic training at the Navy's
Recruit Training Center, Great Lakes, Ill.

A 2011 graduate of Carolina Forest High School, Myrtle Beach, S.C., he is the son of Holly
L. Kaufman of Bradenton and Eddie B. Deutsch of Conway, S.C.
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